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Review of RCP Constitution for the New Socialist Republic in 
North America 

by cipactli of United Struggle from Within March 201 1 permalink prisoncensorship.info 


I was recently able to read a new publication which was published by the RCP-USA titled "Constitution for 
the New Socialist Republic in North America" (draft proposal) from the Revolutionary Communist Party, 
USA. 

I have been at many prisons in California where I came across RCP literature, including its newspaper 
'Revolution.' While at first glance this RCP literature may seem "progressive," and a novice revolutionary 
may even think the RCP is fighting in the best interest of the masses, a closer look into its political line may 
surprise many prisoners who are developing their political stance. 

The society that U.$. prisoners dream of is one that turns the pyramid of power upside down where those 
on the bottom of today's totem pole are the ones who have a say in running a society based on new 
democracy as was seen in Mao's China where landless peasants were freed from the chains of oppressive 
feudalism and colonialism. The prisoner in today's capitalist Amerika understands that such a society will 
not come easy and we learn this valuable lesson by attempting to change the oppressive environment 
behind prison walls. We learn 'grass roots' organizing and how hard it is to kick start even simple 
resistance to injustice on a micro-level. 

As we learn these lessons we also begin to see what it will take to change a society, combat the capitalist 
and build the revolution. One of the key components of transforming society is a vanguard party; this is 
common sense as we know from the prison experience that issues that are not coordinated often prove 
disastrous. So on a large scale effort like transforming society we can see how a political party would be 
needed to lead the masses on the right path to liberation on all fronts. Understanding this we often meet 
others in prison who seek out political parties and begin the arduous work of studies in all the revolutionary 
groups' theories, their political line, so that we can determine who is the vanguard party, who has the 
correct political theory on what it will take to reach liberation here in the belly of the beast. 

I began to really study the RCP literature as it is a party that claims to be struggling on behalf of the people. 
Along my path of really analyzing the literature of the RCP is where I stumbled upon its stance on the 
oppressed nations' right to self-determination. 

The portion of this constitution that is of concern is "Article 1 1 . Regions, localities, and basic institution, 
Section 3. minority and formerly oppressed nationalities." This section starts off pointing out the crimes and 
injustices that were perpetrated against oppressed nationalities by the former government of the USA. It 
explains how in the future socialist state they believe elections and legislature would work, among other 
new rights, in the interest of the oppressed. Subsection "A. African-Americans" correctly states that under a 
new socialist state Black people would have the right to self-determination all the way up to the right to 
secede and form a separate country outside a new socialist republic if Black people so choose. This is 
correct. The ability for an oppressed nation to govern themselves is a right that all should have under a 
socialist society. 

Under Subsection "B. Mexican-Americans" the guarantee to the right of self-determination up to the right to 
secede does not exist. Rather in subsection B2 it states: 

"Relations with Mexico, and policy with regard to the former southwest region of the imperialist 
USA, shall, from the time of the founding and in the first few years of the new socialist republic 
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in North America, take into account the nature of the society and government - and the level 
and character of revolutionary struggle - in Mexico, as well as the actual extent of territory 
which has been liberated through the revolution which led to the defeat and dismantling of the 
imperialist state of the USA and the founding of the new socialist republic in North America. At 
the same time, the necessary consideration shall be given to the situation in the world as a 
whole, in determining how to proceed with regard to this region. In this over all context and also 
taking into account the sentiments and aspirations of the people in the region, in particular 
those of Mexican origin and descent, the question of whether to return at least parts of this 
region to Mexico, and/or whether there should be established, within parts of this region, a 
country that is separate from both Mexico and the New Socialist Republic in North America, 
shall be taken up by the government of the New Socialist Republic in North America." 

The above portion of the RCP document is an incorrect line. The fact that RCP feels that once a "socialist 
republic" is established that the Mexican people would not be entitled to their right to full self-determination 
but rather their right to secession would be "taken up by the government of the New Socialist Republic in 
North America" as they put it is simply wrong. All communists should uphold the right to self-determination! 
The Leninist principle of self-determination is an essential aspect for a socialist party in general and would 
surely be a requirement for a vanguard party in particular. 

The RCP has also stated the same line for the "Native Americans" - that if it took power the RCP itself 
would decide on the future for "Native Americans" but would allow "autonomous zones" for the "Native 
Americans" within an RCP socialist republic. 

This line will prove to be a grave error for any party that sets its sights on attaining state power. National 
liberation struggles will not cease to exist until oppressed nations acquire full liberation - regardless of who 
is in power, denying their freedom. Lenin understood this and thus promoted self-determination as he 
understood that the basis for revolution is liberty at its core. 

What seems to be lost on the RCP is that the oppressed nations, whether Latino, First Nations or any 
other, are not going to put their lives on the line to transform this society only to allow themselves to be 
ruled by what the RCP feels is best. Once oppressed nations see a New Socialist government is truly in the 
interest of the people it is for them to decide to join this republic. The vast majority of the land today is First 
Nation/Mexican land and for RCP to state they'll decide on who lives where is ludicrous. This position is as 
ridiculous as if the oppressed East Indians and other Asians living in South Africa were to create a party, 
gain power and then tell the native "Black" South Africans "we'll decide if you can secede or where you'll 
live"! This colonization is incorrect and does not represent a righteous revolutionary line. 

The liberation of Aztlan (what is currently the southwestern U.$.) under an all Latino socialist government 
must be the primary objective of all Brown revolutionaries in North America. By showing its true colors, 

RCP demonstrates once more that many parties claim to fight for all, but in the end don't truly seek 
liberation for the oppressed nations, as MIM has correctly taught. It is the oppressed nations ourselves who 
must seek self-determination, this can only be done by using Maoism as the primary vehicle. 

We need political parties that guarantee the Leninist principal of self-determination! we need to build 
Maoist parties led by and for the oppressed nations! Long live the national liberation struggles worldwide. 


MIM(Prisons) responds: We have not reviewed this rcp=u$a document but this criticism is consistent 
with our readings of other material by this organization which fakes left but actually opposes the liberation 
of oppressed nations, instead favoring the struggles of the Amerikan white oppressor nation for a bigger 
piece of unearned imperialist pie. 
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Based on this comrade's review, we can condemn the chauvinism of the rcp=u$a that is writing the plans 
for some utopian white socialist state, while asserting that the future of Aztlan is uncertain. If anyone's 
future is uncertain it is the hundreds of millions of Amerikans whose nation must be destroyed as part of the 
anti-imperialist struggle. It is hard for us to imagine how this will happen without the indigenous people of 
the southwestern U.$. already being well onto the socialist road. If we're going to predict the future, we 
should be thinking about how the socialist republics of Aztlan, New Afrika and countless First Nation states 
will determine the form of transition for a large Amerikan population who is generally opposed to the 
socialist project. 

The land question is no more settled for New Afrika than it is for Aztlan, and certainly not more so than for 
First Nations. We support all nationalism, including struggles for independent territory, that is opposed to 
imperialism. 
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